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U3A TAKES OVER GUILDHALL IT SUITE 

Report by Phil Boyer, IT Coordinator 
 

After several months of U3A committee deliberations  and negotiation with the Cheadle and 
Moorlands Community IT Group (CMCITG) and the Guild  Hall, U3A has acquired the 
computer suite equipment generously donated to us b y 
the IT Group.   
Many of the committee were involved in negotiations, in 
particular Richard Moore, who liaised with the Guildhall 
committee. As a result we have a very nicely appointed 
suite of 8 desktop PCs in two separate units with a 
broadband internet connection and the upstairs room is 
rented from the Guildhall for fifty weeks of the year. Seven  
computer-based groups have moved from the College to 
the Guildhall already and there is potential for more group 
activity on certain days.  

Technical and practical 
improvements to the suite have been carried out by Walter 
Jaggli , whose experience with computer systems has been 
invaluable, and George Legg , our Webmaster. To these 
gentlemen, on behalf of the committee, I would like to express 
our gratitude for their tireless work 
and enthusiasm. 
I paid a visit at half-term to Peter 
Lamb’s computer groups which 

run all day on Tuesdays. Two of the three groups had been 
running on Thursdays 3.30 to 5pm at the college after student 
hours. There was a very active and enthusiastic atmosphere in the 
room. The first group who were more advanced after a year’s 

attendance were thrilled with 
the new facility. When asked what they thought, they were 
unanimous in their response, “Easy parking...convenient day-
time sessions…. better toilet facilities…..  easier to use 
computers ...unlike the college network which sometimes 
misbehaves”. Peter has two willing helpers with his groups, 
Pauline Ord and Rosemary Henderson. 
The Family History group and the Beginners French are also 
making use of the broadband internet connection. 

Barry Bevington’s Digital Photo Group 

Peter Lamb teaching a group 

Peter’s First Group 

Phil’s Photo Media Group 
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Copy date for next issue 
November 6th 2011 

The Executive Committee had a very 
busy 2011  with negotiations to set 
up the Guild Hall Computer Suite, 
the revision of the Constitution (to be 
presented to the membership for 
approval at the AGM) and production 
of our Health and Safety Guidelines. 

After enjoying a wonderful relaxing Christmas 
with my family the new year was here all too 
soon. The U3A machine never stays still for 
long and I find myself moving closer towards the 
beginning of my second year as Chairman. 
Our AGM is on  the morning of Wednesday May 
11th.  I have been busy writing the Annual 
Chairman’s Report which is part of the AGM 
paperwork  enclosed with this newsletter. I 
would love to see a record turnout. There will be 
displays   and an important vote for the new 
constitution. 
By the time this edition of In Touch goes out we 
will have had two committee meetings  plus the 
annual Executive Committee/Group Leaders 
joint meeting which took place in February. It  
was very well attended and constructive and 
helpful discussions took place on a number of 
issues. 
Further travels with my mascot, Chair Bear . I 
must confess I haven’t managed to visit many 
groups since my last report 
written in November.  However 
there were a couple I left out 
last time! 
In the summer as a way of 
publicising Cheadle U3A, I 
accepted an invitation to speak 
to Caverswall and Cookshill WI. 
Under the title of “Learning is for 
Life, Life is for learning” I compiled a display of 
recent photographs of our activities last year 
from Phil and Barry’s slideshow project. I gave 
out copies of the  activities, joining forms, and 
also some leaflets published by the Third Age 
Trust. There was a lot of interest shown, and I 
was greeted like a long lost friend when I 
returned in February with our group “Not Strictly 
Barbershop.” Our 40 minutes of entertainment 
went down well. 
In October I took my sister with me to the 
History of Architecture group meeting. Group 
leader, David Slade gave a very informative and 
interesting slide show about Tudor architecture.                
Best wishes to you all. Continue to enjoy  U3A! 
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The Constitution – What’s that?  
 

Many of you will have heard of this term and wonder exactly what it is.  Your Committee has 
recently made some important changes to this set of rules by which we run our organization. 
When we began in 1997 we had an excellent constitution, drawn up by legal experts and 
based on models then available.  We have lived with this for some 14 years but our  growth 
and other working practices have suggested that some changes are now desirable. We have 
completed more of a ‘fine-tuning’ exercise than a radical re-thinking of the way we rule 
ourselves. Your Group Leaders, meeting in February approved these changes.  The Third Age 
Trust has been consulted and has agreed to our proposals and your Executive Committee 
completed the process of revision in early March. In addition we are now taking the step of 
issuing this revision to all members for your careful reading and consideration.  You will be 
asked to approve this document at the AGM on 11 May and all members will then have a copy 
for future reference.  New members will be given a copy.  To guide you in reading the 
document the main changes which are proposed are listed below.  Each numerical point links 
to a specific point in the document.  There has been some tidying-up of the wording here and 
there but the main changes to which I should draw your attention are as follows: 
· 5.1 Group Leaders have free membership.  This is current practice and is now stated 
explicitly. 
· 6.1   The Membership Secretary and the Groups Co-ordinator are now Officers, elected for 
a 3-year term.  Number of Officers is therefore 6. 
· 6.2.1 The number of Committee members (not Officers) has been increased from 4 to 6.   
Thus, 12 members in total.  All of these are elected members and none shall be co-opted. 
· 6.2.2   Anyone co-opted onto the Committee to fill a short-term vacancy shall not have full 
voting rights until they have offered themselves for election by the members at the next AGM. 
· 6.2.3  The Committee retains the right to co-opt certain extra persons but such people will 
be on the Committee for a limited duration and specific purpose and, as unelected people, 
shall not have full voting rights.  . 
· 8.4  The position of the President, as agreed at the AGM in 2010, is now stated clearly. 
· 8.5  The size of the quorum required at Executive Committee meetings is increased to 5. 
Section 14 – Provision has been made for a Special General Meeting to be quorate with a 
slightly lower number than the ‘10% rule’ of the AGM. 
 
At the AGM 6 Committee posts  will become vacant – 3 Officers and 3 Committee 
members .  If you wish to stand for any of these posts you need to be nominated by another  
member in writing and this nomination should be sent to me at least 14 days before the AGM   
i.e. before 27 April,  2011 
A tear-off slip is attached to this article for such purpose.  The vacancies are: 
Officers:      1) Treasurer     2) Membership Secretary   3) Groups Co-ordinator 
Committee members:      3 posts to be elected.     

   

 

������������������������������������������������������������ (Business Secretary)  25 Ash Tree Hill,  Cheadle.  ST10 1UQ. 
e-mail: thebarnetts63@talktalk.net 

 
 I nominate………………………………………… for the post of………………………………………. 
 
 Signed…………………………………………………………    Date……………………....................... 



�

MOORLANDS COLLEGE PRESENTATION EVENING 
Vice-Chairman Vernon Elkin and President Vaughan Richardson attended the 
annual Presentation Evening at Moorlands Sixth-form College on 5th January. The 
event is held each year for students having left the College at the conclusion of the 
academic year. 
Cheadle U3A have previously donated a trophy which is competed for each year 
and awarded to the sixth-form student who in the view of the College makes an 
outstanding contribution to the Community.  
This year, the prize was awarded to Freddie Scragg, the citation being: 
�  Various charity events, particularly rag week when Freddie was commended by all 

three years for his fancy dress & organisation of/participation in events. 
�  Active member of Drama Club for 3 years where he played main roles in ‘Fame’,’ 

Sweeney Todd’ & ‘Return to the Forbidden Planet’. 
�  He became a student director in his final year and directed and starred in a production 

of ‘A Man For All Seasons’ in aid of the Lymphoma hospital who helped his father in his 
last few months. This and other related fundraising raised over � 200 for the charity. 

� . He spoke in assemblies & represented the college on several open evenings and 
events, always with a positive attitude and a willingness to help and advise. 

We extend our congratulations to Freddie, who has now left the College for a Gap Year.       
Vaughan Richardson 

 
HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
Since the last AGM, a Health & Safety sub-committee was formed 
from the U3A Committee to formulate a policy and develop good 

practice for the benefit of us all. As we needed a member with some experience to guide us in 
our deliberations, Dorothy Barnett was co-opted as the H&S Coordinator. 
As a result we now have a policy and good practice approved by our Executive Committee 
and supported by our Group Leaders who all have a Copy of both the Policy and a suitable 
risk assessment for their group venue or outside activity. This to ensure that they are aware of 
any possible safety issues applied to the place where they meet or other activity they lead, for 
example Walking, Cycling, Trips and Holidays. 
The Committee has undertaken the responsibility of making an annual check on all the group 
venues we use in or outside Cheadle and a copy of these checks given to the Group leader 
together with an Accident Report Form.  
 
In addition it is important to understand that U3A has an insurance policy intended to cover 
our participation in our various activities. However the Third Age Trust does point out : 
· It is important that individuals are able to take full responsibility for their own participation 

in U3A activities/events. (There is the possibility otherwise for the attendance of a 
companion/carer.) 

· All members are encouraged to carry next of kin details with them in case of emergency. 
For those of us who carry a mobile phone, this is simply done by inserting the letters ICE 
after the family member(s) concerned. 

It is also recommended that members who use the Moorlands College (Room G14) wear a 
U3A badge and do not wander around the College other than to the Toilet or Reception. 
 
It is necessary to point out to all members that fully paid-up membership  confers, amongst 
other things, the support of the various insurance benefits taken out for us by Third Age Trust.  

Phil Boyer (Chair sub-committee) 
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Hello Everyone, 
Is it really spring time again! The year has simply flown by, but you know what 
they say ‘’If the time flies then you must be enjoying yourself’’. All in all I can report 
a ‘solid’ year with some positive outcomes in various areas. One major 
development has been the acquisition of the Guildhall Computer suite which, after 
much deliberation finally got underway in January 2011. This has given us a lot 
more scope with regards to Computer related activities /studies and I am confident that it will 
grow and continue to flourish during the coming year. 
Also new during this year is our Chess  group run by Mike Griffin and currently operates in the 
Computer suite on Tuesday afternoons. There is plenty of scope for more members so why not 
contact Mike on 01538 702366........ He will be pleased to hear from you. 
An additional Arts group lead by Vivienne Cowie is now being run at the Guildhall on Fridays 
10-00 till 12-00. This does not necessarily have to painting but can be sculpture, design, 
drawing for example or may be a discussion about an art subject. Lesley Hall has recently set 
up her ‘’Reading for Pleasure ’’ group which has proven to be very popular and is currently 
fully ‘’booked’’ !! (If the waiting list grows then Lesley may decide to have another group.) 
For those of you who relish a clear night sky, then why not contact Chris Washington for an 
evening of Stargazing . Let’s face it............at our age it’s probably the best or maybe only 
opportunity of seeing a ‘’Heavenly Body’’. 

Past and Present. Earlier during the year Janita Plant handed over her Digital Photography 
class to Ruth Mellor and more recently Helen Whittingham handed over her Craft and Indoor 
games group to Brenda Oxley and Margaret Joyce. After 10 years in the saddle Colin Hopkins 
has ‘’retired’’ from leadership of the Cycling group and so we are looking for someone to take 
over this group which runs from May to October each year. If there is a cycling group leader 
out there somewhere then please contact RICHARD MOORE on 01782 396728.               
Group Leaders and Executive meeting .  On February 16th the Group Leaders and Executive 
meeting was very well attended and a series of constructive and helpful discussions took place 
on an number of issues. This was followed by a superb Buffet Lunch prepared by Diane 
Clowes and her team from the Sugar Craft group leaving everyone well satisfied.  Once again I 
would like to thank everyone past and present for their dedicated hard work and support 
throughout the year and look forward to another successful term ahead.      (Richard Moore) 

��

World religions. If anyone is interested to join a group to find out  about the beliefs of Jews, 
Muslims, Hindus etc. contact Henry Parker: Tel: 01538 702160 or henryiparker@hotmail.com 

Find Out!    Are there subjects you would like to know more about? 
Once your curiosity has been satisfied would you like to move on to something different? 
There may be a lot of things you would like to know more  without going in too deep. You 
could enjoy joining a group of like minded people. If so, email: george.legg@cheadleu3a.org  

Improved attendances at Uttoxeter Cinebowl! Andrew Bull reports: After a somewhat 
disappointing 2009-2010 season, we have seen improved attendances since September 2010. 
We had about 100 at ‘Made in Dagenham’. However ‘The King’s Speech’ had 350 at 2 
showings!   Although the Cinebowl is a very modern cinema, it currently shows films in the 
traditional manner with projected 35mm film.   However, it is likely that by the end of this year,  
that the Cinebowl will have gone digital  with improved picture quality.  

Wool For Teddies ! The Craft and Games group are making lots of knitted teddies for children 
when they go into hospital in Third World countries. They are also knitting squares for other 
worthy causes. Margaret Joyce , joint leader, is appealing for double knitting wool to replenish 
stocks. Contact:01538 750553 
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HAIL   TO  THE  GREAT   INQUISITORS! 

Roy and Glenys Hedges  brought their inquisitorial expertise to 
tantalise us at Cheadle Guildhall on Wednesday 24 N ovember .  
With his bow-tie aquiver and an introduction reminiscent of Leonard 
Sachs  in The Good Old Days, Roy set the ball rolling.   What followed 
was a cornucopia of questions, causing many a furrowed forehead and 

puzzled frown.  Glenys was in 
charge of the collation of scores, 
ably aided by Margaret Plant and Ced  Wilkinson.   Our 
grateful thanks to for their sterling work. 
Never in the life of Cheadle U3A did so many know so little 
about so much.  Most of us had left our memories, along 
with our shopping lists, on the worktop in the kitchen.   
Except the winning team, The Numbskulls,  who achieved 
the enviable total of 86 

points.  Congratulations to the team members, Alan and 
Barbara Lewis, Mary Leighs, Mike Griffin, John Croo ks 
and Margaret Dytiche.   
Our president Vaughan Richardson  presented prizes to the 
winning team and to the lowest scorers.  Vaughan gallantly 

agreed not to win, so 
that he could perform 
this function. 
During the interval, a pause to allow overheated brains to 
cool, Phil Boyer brought along a fascinating visual display 
of almost all the groups; photos of smiling faces 
demonstrating a wide range skills.  Many thanks to Phil  
Boyer and Barry Barnett  for this compilation. 
As always there were many backroom boys and girls who 

helped behind the scenes, setting out chairs and tables and putting them away at the end etc.  
Many, many thanks to all of you. Without your unstinting efforts we wouldn't be able to put on 
such activities as this. 

Joan Charles (Special Events Coordinator)    

 Group Presents to Chief Twitcher! 
Nineteen members of the 
B i r d w a t c h i n g  G r o u p  
attended a lovely three 
course Christmas lunch at 
Carsington Water on the 
14th December. Their 
leader, Sue Fraser, was 
presented her with a garden 
tub containing bulbs and 
primulas. She has 
organized some wonderful 
trips for the group  which everyone has 
enjoyed immensely. Sue has printed a list for 
all of us of the birds spotted in 2010 and to 
date we have seen 74 species. 

Joan Barrow 

Dorothy Celebrates 90th Birthday! 
Dorothy Busson, a member of the Music & 
Movement group, was ninety on 22nd March. 
The group presented her with a bouquet. 
She was also for many years a member of the 
German group, and Verse and Worse. You’ll 
remember Dorothy’s 
accounts of life as a 
‘Land Girl” in the war.            

      Sandy Boyer 

The Numbskulls 
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SMOKE & SNOW in STOKE!  
The Barbershop  had several gigs at the back end of last year. One memorable 
trip was the struggle to Macclesfield and back in the snow. 
When we got to one of the smallest village halls we have seen, 
our performing space, negotiated well in advance in the spring, was filled with a 
Christmas Tree! However, the  "show must go on" and it was a great evening. I 
also had the honour of judging the "bow tie competition"  which was won by their 
President!  We did a similar programme closer home for Milwich WI. The 
following report was  in their local village news .... 
“Milwich WI welcomed the "Not Strictly Barbershop" group from Cheadle U3A to their 
November open meeting when members and friends all enjoyed an excellent evening of music 
and laughter! The professionalism, enthusiasm and enjoyment the group put into their singing 
was plain to see as the audience sat back and were entertained with a varied selection of 
songs and short sketches - I'm sure that the "Smoke in Stoke" skit will long be remembered by 
us all! Conductor Sarah Williams certainly has a lively group to keep in order! At the conclusion 
of the entertainment mulled wine and cheesy bits were served and everyone had a chance to 
mingle and chat with the choir”. 

Sarah Williams 

Sharing Christmas trifle with the Approach Cafe  
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Art Club Thriving 
The U3A Art Club started in November 2010 and has 
eleven regular members. Members enjoy a variety of 
work from finely detailed compositions to loose 

watercolours.  Media 
includes pencil, pen and 
ink, pastel, watercolour 
and acrylic and subject 
matter ranges f rom 
landscape to flowers in 
both representational and abstract forms.  Paintings are inspired 
by sketches, photographs and the imagination.  We are a self-
help group who enjoy working together to encourage and inspire 
each other and share tips.                                           Viv Cowie 

 Short Walkers Chained Together! 
Most of the Group taken here close to the 
Legendary 'Chained Oak' in Alton.  

The Group also had a successful Valentines 
Day Lunch at ‘Ye Old Star’ at Cotton. 

 Ken Mainey 
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CHEADLE U3A BIRDWATCHING GROUP PROGRAMME 2011 

Tuesday 29 March 
Conwy RSPB Reserve, 
Wales. 
�
  

Tuesday 24 May�
Blacktoft Sands RSPB Re-
serve, E Yorks. 
 
Tuesday 28 June Venue TBA�
  

Tuesday 11 October�
The Ladywalk Reserve,Tame 
Valley, Warwickshire 

Tuesday 26 April�
East Wall Farm, Cheadle 
Road, Oakamoor, Staffs�

Tuesday 12 July�
Brandon Marsh, nr Coventry�
August ��No field trip  

Tuesday 29 November�
Aqualate Mere, Staffs 

Wednesday  11 May�
Nightingales at  Paxton Pits,  
Cambs�
 �
 

Wednesday   14 September�
Inner Dee Estuary, Cheshire 
& Wirral�
High Tide 12.43pm�
  

 December�
 Christmas lunch�
 Date & Venue TBA 

LONG WALKS PROGRAMME: MARCH-MAY 2011 

Date 
2011 

 DETAILS 
  

Leader TEL. NO. 

Mar 28 Sheldon John F 01782  395271 

Apr 4th Carsington/Kirk Ireton Peter R 01538  753743 

Apr 11 Baslow Dave T 01782  388669 

Apr 18 Hartington Duncan 01889  502530 

Apr 25 BH  Kettleshulme Peter J 01538  753679 

Date 
2011 

DETAILS Leader TEL. NO. 

May 2th BH  Kinder Low  John S 01538 722995 
 

May 9th Hope/Edale  Rose/
Terry 

01538 752705 

May 16 Staunton Harold Richard 01538 755197 

May 23 Bradfield / Local Andrew 01538 754361 

May 30 BH Osmaston Tony 01889 567083 

SHORT WALKS PROGRAMME: MARCH-MAY 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUB STROLLS  

28-Mar Alton 4 Anne, Dorothy, Betty 702185/702169/703300 
04-Apr Stone 4.5 Tony Scheuber  722130 
11-Apr Tittersworth 4.5 Shirley & Janet  01782 360646/360852 
18-Apr TBA   Leslie & Mel 722443/757260/752798 
25-Apr BH No Walk       
02-May BH No Walk       
09-May TBA   Margaret & Eric 756463/753750 
16-May Hawksmoor   Glenn,Dorothy,Pat 722443/757260/752798 
23-May Dilhorne 3 Marguerite & Fay 01782 393981 
30-May BH No Walk       

April 20 The Fitzherbert, Swinnerton Les & Wendy 01538 753851 

May 18 TBA Kath & John 01538 702601 

June 22 Dog & Doublet, Sandon Ron & Olwyn 01538 754200 

July 20 Rose & Crown, Mayfield Andy Jackson 01538 755183 

Aug 17 TBA Mike & Margaret  01538 755183 

��� ������	��
����
��
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SUGAR AND SPICE AND ALL THINGS NICE………. 
Our very own ‘Sugar Babes ’ ,ably led by Dawn Maley, showing off their sweet creations at last 
year’s Cheadle Crafts Fair in the Guild Hall. 
(Photos: Barry Bevington) 

The Robin in Your 
Garden 

We began the year with an 
illustrated talk from  local 
o r n i t h o l o g i s t  D a v i d 
Tideswell. His talk entitled 
“The Robin in Your 
Garden ” gave us an insight into how this little 
feisty little bird survives the harshes of winters. 
Sixty gardeners and birdwatchers listened 
enthusiastically as David imparted his 
knowledge and showed how the smallest 
garden, with a little thought, could be a 
paradise for birds.   
The hour long talk was delivered with David’s 

special sense of humour which gave course 
for much laughter from the audience.  
David will be speaking to us again in February 
2012 when his talk will be “Blue Tits – Raising 
a Family”  
 
N.B:  There are two amendments to the 
programme for 2011: 
May 10 th -   “ How Trees Affect our Lives”   
George H Powell – Tree surgeon 
The July 19 th meeting has now been brought 
forward to July  12th. 
All U3A members are welcome to come along 
to the meetings. 

Doreen Tildesley 

U3A Trips 2011 
Tuesday 12 th April :  Bletchley Park 
                       Coach £10/£8 Entry* 

Friday 6 th May:  Renishaw Hall & Gardens 
                        Coach £10/£12 Entry* 

Saturday 18 th June :  Mold Market Coach £10 
Monday 18 th July :  Black Country Museum 

                        Coach £10/£8.60 Entry  
  Sunday 14 th August :  Shakespeare Express 

    Coach £10/£17.50 Train* 
Friday 9 th September :  Ludlow Food Festival 

                        Coach £10/£5Entry* 
 Weds 23 rd November : Shopping: Coach £8 

     
Thursday 13 th October :  Packwood House & 

Baddesley Clinton  
     Coach £10/£11.80 entry non NT members* 

Sun 30 th October - Thurs 3 rd November 
T-n-T Kingussie  (Scotland) -The Duke of Gor-
dons Hotel with 3 Excursions to Baxters Visi-

tors Centre, the Cairngorms & Inverness 
£215 Half Board based on 2 sharing  

 
Enquiries  to: Margaret Plant  01538 752756, 

email: Plant320@btinternet.com 
and monthly coffee mornings. 

Did you know that there is a 
CHEADLE COMMUNITY DIARY 

in Cheadle Library/Councils Connect? 
Groups are urged to fill in their events for the relevant 
dates to help avoid clashes. It is also  for the general 
public to be aware of activities/events in Cheadle. 

The diary is usually on display on one of the tables in 
the upstairs room of the Library but do please ask for it 
if it is not immediately available. 
Do make use of this helpful resource; it can only be 
really beneficial if everyone utilises it!! 
For  details contact Glenys Hedges 01538 753568 

������������ 		�
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Speed it up! Speed it up! Speed it up! If your computer or laptop takes ages to fire up ready for action, it is either too full 
of stuff, unused programs etc or more likely you have too 
many programs that are booted up before you start. You only 
need certain programs to be open when it starts. A simple 
piece of software called “SOLUTO” will speed up your start 
up. It describes itself as ‘anti-frustration software’. It is 
available as a free download from the website: 
www.soluto.com . When you open the little icon it shows the 
times for groups referred to as ‘no-brainers’ (should remove from Start etc.) It then monitors 
the time to boot up each time you turn it on. You can save a minute or so but don’t worry the 
programs you need to start when it boots up cannot be stopped (“Cannot be removed by 
Soluto”). I am very pleased with it and my PC is only 6 months old!                          (Phil Boyer)                                 

WEB-WISE! 
Calling Travelers to France - make your own 
Travel guide using a French travel guide site: 
www.france-voyage.com/itineraries 
It uses your interests to choose places to 
adapt to your planned destinations. 

Wanted! Someone who likes helping people 
and can show others basic computer skills. 
Group Leader Peter Lamb needs your help to 
cope with the 'basic computing' waiting list 
Email and simple Browser skills are wanted. 
george.legg@cheadleu3a.org 01782 311172  

THE UNSTOPPABLE VIRUS! 
I thought you would want to know about this e-mail virus. Even the most advanced programs 
from Norton or McAfee cannot take care of this one. It appears to affect  those who were born 
prior to 1950.  Symptoms: 

1..Causes you to send the same e-mail twice. Done that!  
2. Causes you to send a blank e-mail !  That too! 
3. Causes you to send e-mail to the wrong person..yep!  
4. Causes you to send it back to the person who sent it to      
you. Aha!  
5. Causes you to forget to attach the attachment.  Well darn!  
6. Causes you to hit "SEND" before you've finished. Oh, no!  

7. Causes you to hit "DELETE" instead of "SEND.." And I just hate that!  
8. Causes you to hit "SEND" when you should "DELETE." Oh No! 
IT IS CALLED THE "C-NILE VIRUS”.  

New Computer Course in Desktop Publishing! A new programme is being purchased for 
the IT suite to make it possible to produce professional looking posters, newsletters, cards etc. 
You should be a confident user of the Word program and own a home computer. The course 
would probably start in the autumn . Interested members email me: philboy47@yahoo.co.uk  

Family History moves to the Guild Hall 
The Family History Research Group has recently moved from the 
Moorlands College to the Guild Hall Computer Suite.  The real 
benefit of this is the availability of the Internet, which will allow all 
members of the group to use the computers there to access the 
many free sites that can assist in their research.   This will make 
the meetings more hand-on as members will gain experience of 
using sites and as a result, this should help them when they further 
their research on the Internet at home or elsewhere. 
There are currently a good number of vacancies available for a re-
run of the course starting in October 2011.   Please e-mail 
familyhistory@cheadleu3a.org  if you wish to join.    (Andrew Bull) 

Group Visit to Hanley Archives 
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DAVID SLADE SENDS GREETINGS FROM NEW ZEALAND ! 

 
David, Architecture Group Leader, and his wife Bery l, 
have been enjoying some sunshine down under.   
“Kia Ora  
Five three course meals in two days on the planes and we 
are in New Zealand. Land of sunshine and when I say 
sunshine I mean searing heat. 
We went yesterday to watch our daughter in law compete in a triathlon at Kapiti 

Bay. The sun was intense. New Zealanders are so friendly, and we were invited to a barbecue 
by a friend of Marc's after the event, and that was delightful. Fortunately we could shelter 
under the one small umbrella while the host cooked out in sun, although even he had a hat on.  
Surprisingly the temperature was not all that hot, but the sun is still searing. Triathlons are 
extremely popular here, and there were many young girls competing very seriously. Look out 
for New Zealand triathletes in the Olympics; they are counting down the days already. 
Our son, Marc works for the World Wildlife Fund and his colleagues wanted to meet us, so we 
had a picnic with them in the Botanical Gardens, so we now know where and with whom he 
works. Every day over here is dominated by the earthquake in Christchurch, it is constant news 
on the main channel. A real disaster, one CCTV shot showed a street full of people, then the 
shock, then the falling masonry, and then no people moving.  
We are off to Golden Bay soon for two weeks in two cottages on the beach. If the 
sun stays like it is today we will not be able to take advantage of the long sandy 
beaches, the waterfalls, the kayaking and swimming, the boat trips, and the lakes, 
but we will try. 
New Zealand is  interesting architecturally. There are few buildings of old cultural 
significance, but there are many examples of fine modern architecture. All houses 
are different and there seem to be few restrictions on what they look like, and  there 
are many fine examples of domestic architecture. We are based in Wellington, a 
more modern town than Christchurch. It has yet been not affected by the earthquake, but it 
straddles a fault line, and you have to wonder how it would be affected by one. As it is hilly 
around the town all the suburbs are built on steep slopes, with the older houses and garages 
supported on spindly legs, some of them  two and three storeys high. As many houses do not 
have parking due to the steep roads, they have developed a skill at building car pads out from 
the roads on piles, into thin air. An earthquake would send these cars down on to the houses a 
frightening thought. 
The local U3a is a small group with only 130 members in it. We are lucky to have such an 
active group with such a broad choice of subject matters.” 

David Slade-overseas correspondent 
 

Postscript……….Email just received  
New Zealanders, Noel and Glenn Clarke, from Lower T ean 
were also visiting family there.  
“We escaped the Christchurch quake by 18 hours and are all 
well (including our family in Christchurch itself).  The outcome 
has shocked this tiny nation and only strict building 
regulations, very little corruption, and a sense of "can do" and 
"we'll help" has stopped it being a huge catastrophe.  
Enjoying the other aspects of this varied trip immensely and 
looking forward to seeing you all again and maybe sharing a 
little of it.  Cheers.”   
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Barry Barnett’s custard ‘rations’ show no sign of 
abating…... 
Please, Sir, can I have............ 
As a child I was educated in Nantwich in Cheshire and attended 
the local county primary school.  I was there in the late 40s, the 
years of austerity immediately after the war.  Happily my father 
had returned from war service in the army and our family life 
resumed with much love and support from both my parents. My 
childhood was normal and happy except for this one great, 
insurmountable deprivation which I now relate.  Like all the other 
children I began to take school dinners which in those days were 
a fixed menu meal and I never questioned this.  I loved my food 
and was glad to have it.  We were marched in strict order in what 

was termed a ‘crocodile’ ( which I once mistakenly referred to as an alligator) from school to 
the Technical Institute building opposite the fire station where all meals were taken. There I 
was served the welcome diet of potatoes (no chips), meat, cabbage, sprouts peas, gravy etc 
and I devoured all with great relish.  But the puddings became the problem.  Not the pudding 
itself but the delicious custard that was served with it.  Jam roly-poly, spotted dick, apple pie, 
rhubarb crumble all came with custard.  
Now, I quickly developed a passion for this wonderful, sweet, viscous liquid which has 
remained with me.  The problem therefore was not the custard but the dear lady who served it. 
I think that after this time interval I am safe to name her as she is forever in my mind.  She was 
simply ‘Miss Orme’ and I can picture her to this day.  Not tall but quite wide and to a small boy 
looking up she had an enormous bosom. This seemed to tower over me as I stood in the 
queue along with all the others, like an object lesson in female anatomy.  Beyond the bosom 
was a rotund, red face with little horn-rimmed spectacles perched on the end of her nose.  She 
never smiled.  She stood at the end of the line of white-aproned ladies who served us our daily 
fare.  Her job was to serve the custard into our little bowls and to move the line on.  I was less 
interested in the size of her bosom in those days and more interested in the quantity of custard 
which she served.  This was because she never ever filled the ladle fully. She stood behind 
this enormous silver bowl of custard and ladled it into my tiny bowl with a meanness which ate 
into my very soul.  Each day I held up my bowl and opened my eyes wide in the most 
appealing, begging fashion which I could create.  I would have won an Oscar for my facial 
expression but it was all to no avail.  Why couldn't she just fill my bowl to overflowing?  Surely 
she knew that eating this liquid was the high point of each of my days.  But no.  Always just 
half a ladle!  I was too young to have read Dickens and my naturally obedient and submissive 
character prevented me from actually asking for more so I suffered this deprivation stoically all 
my junior school days. 
The consequence of this is that custard remains my passion. I still can’t actually make it.  I 
think it comes from some sort of powder, mixed with milk but that’s all I know. Oh, it can also 
be found in packets in the supermarkets. If  I am given a special meal by my dear wife for my 
birthday or something she always manages to serve custard and my eyes never fail to light up 
at the sight, smell and taste of it.  It’s just gastronomic heaven and what is more I can now 
consume it in copious quantities. But I do get pleasure from other things and I’m not sure if 
Miss Orme has something to do with that as well. Oh, for the happy, carefree days of youth! 
 

NEXT ISSUES (November 2011….) I hope to feature two U3A Activity Groups each issue.  
I shall be approaching some group leaders in the next few months. It will be an opportunity to  
celebrate the enjoyment members have from their activities. Are there any leaders who would 
like to volunteer for the first issue? Contact the editor at:  philboy47@yahoo.co.uk 
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Vaughan Richardson painfully remembers flying board  rubbers! 

 
The 1950’s spanned both my Primary and most of my S econdary 
education in and around Bexley, Kent where I lived.  My first school 
(Bridgen) at age 5, was a converted church, very close to where I lived.  
I have to admit my memories of that are virtually non-existent, except that 
I had to cross a main road … no ‘lollypop’ crossing in those days. Still, I 
survived!  
My Junior school (Hurst) was a lot safer to reach, but about a mile walk – 
no school buses or cars (at least for my family) in those days. As I worked through the school, I 
recall moving from single-storey permanent brick-built buildings to temporary accommodation – 
probably a direct result of the post-war baby boom. Having a class photo taken in the last year 
at this school, I now surprise myself by naming over 80% of my class-mates, despite having 
not seen the majority of them for 55 years. Nowadays, I just wish I could remember what 
happened 5 minutes ago!!  
On reflection, some of the classes were quite interesting, including basket-weaving I seem to 
remember. Sport was certainly encouraged; also country dancing. Non-attention often resulted 
in board rubbers being flung at the offenders, as I can confirm from personal experience…
ouch! No ‘elf & safety issues then! 
And then it was time for 11+. I needed an interview, but managed to confirm my place at the 
brand-new Bexley Grammar School, becoming a founder student…. but that’s another story. 
 
Michael Prince still has vivid memories of outside toilets and nuns! 

War baby Michael was born in November 1944 at the s ame 
time as “The Battle of The Bulge”!  The Prince family lived next 
door to Cotton School (now Faber School), a bit too close for me. I 
started in the old part of the school in 1949 with tiny windows, 
about six feet above floor level. It was a dark and forbidding place 
with no electric lights (until 1954). There were open fires and oil 
lamps and blackboard above the mantelpiece!  Our teachers, two 
nuns from the Convent in Cheadle, wore black with white 
headgear. I was happier next door, at home! 
The boys and girls came from Farley, Oakamoor, Garston and 
Whiston, about 35 in all. The heating system was run by a coke-
fired boiler with large bore piping to the radiators and the mains 
water was run from Cotton College, half a mile away. 
The toilets were at the bottom of the playground. The boys urinals 
were open air with a surrounding six foot wall. Naturally this led to 
a competition to see who could reach over the wall. The 

competitors are now ‘Old Age Pensioners’ and would be happy to hit the grid now! 
We had gardening lessons in an area that was used as a vegetable garden for the war effort. 
My granddad was gardener at Cotton College so what could the nuns teach me about 
gardening? I remember school trips especially to Trentham Gardens, miles  away, going past 
Meir Aerodrome on Joe Smith’s bus. 
Open day was a big day. We performed at Cotton College on a proper stage in a big hall. 
Parents came only if it didn’t interfere with hay-making in July. Kids had time off to help with 
hay-making and potato picking. I also remember lining up for the nit nurse. 
In 1953, when I was nine, we watched the Coronation at Haysgate Farm on a twelve inch 
screen powered by a generator. Finally I remember the ‘Eleven Plus’ exam. I was taken away 
to Cheadle to sit the exam.  This was more intimidating than  the first weeks at Cotton School. 
(Postscript: Cotton College was closed in 1987, but St Wilfrids’ church closed only last year.) 
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So Much for Sagas!  
When we think of Sagas, we inevitably think of ‘The  Forsyte Saga’ which, when it was 
shown on television, created a whole new genre of entertainment and gripped the whole 
country. In a similar manner, Edward Rutherfurd  has completed a number of sagas in the 
form of historical novels. Remarkably, these novels range over perhaps 10,000 years of human 
history! His first Novel, published in 1983 was “Sarum”  and is based on the people of the area 
of Salisbury which has had some human habitation for at least 10,000 years. There followed 
novels such as ‘London’, ‘Russka’, ‘The Forest’ , ‘Dublin’ and ‘Ireland’ awakening. His latest 
novel is ‘New York’ which traces the fortunes and misfortunes of families living and working in 
New York since the first Dutch people settled the area and called it New Amsterdam. The 
author has a very special skill of setting the lives of the various families in the context of 
historical events. He does use actual historical figures and weaves the lives of his fictional 
characters into the fabric of history. His technique is of course based on his academic 
background as an historian but he admits that he has inherited what he calls a writing gene 
through the Rutherfurd family (His grandmother wrote novels in the 1930’s.) 
I hesitate to say that his writing has a formula because that seems to be a criticism, however a 
formula that can be applied to human societies as diverse as mediaeval  farmers and New 
York bankers, cannot be bad.  The reason one is never bored by a Rutherfurd novel is that the 
writing really makes you feel what it was like to be living at that time. For example, one family 
stayed in the Salisbury area for 10,000 years and another family that sailed on the Mayflower 
lost a partner in the 9/11 disaster. It was possible to know what it was like to be part of both 
families. I have not encountered any other author who does so much background research into 
writing a novel. The sheer amount of reading to do must take months for each novel and this is 
reflected in the length of his novels which are generally 1000 paperback pages long. So if you 
are looking for a really good read, try one of Edward  Rutherfurd’s  sagas.     

Roy Hedges 

COFFEE, BOOKS, JIGSAWS, CARDS …...on the MENU!  
Card Queen , Stella Heritage writes: Tea-
bag folding is a favourite, to the uninitiated it 
should be called tea - bag - BAG folding 
since it was inspired by the pretty decorated 
bags in which the tea-bags were presented. 
A form of mini-origami !! 
Due to the fact that I seem to have unlimited 
supply of ribbons, we are doing “corsages”. 
These are inspired by the Royal Wedding, 
but can look just as pretty mounted on a  
card, or worn on a plain jacket or jumper. I 
have been grateful for the cards handed in 

for recycling for the DMH. Of course one does acquire a lot of Christmas cards, but birthday, 
anniversary, get-well cards etc are mostly welcome. We continue to make and sell these cards 
in a new form for the DMH and many members of the class bring a dozen or so when they 
come to class, which they have made at home. We send £100 at a time to the Hospice and 
receive a thank you letter and a certificate. £1,450 has been sent up to press and another 
£100 ready to go. The Coffee Morning is a wonderful outlet for these cards and we are grateful 
to the buyers, as well as the recyclers!! 

107 Members have still not paid their Annual Member ship! 
Have YOU?  Check your membership card and ensure it is current i.e. 2011 on a Yellow card. 
Time is running out!   Renewals should be completed by 31/03/2011. 

John Owen (Membership Secretary) 


